The Third Triennial Assembly of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics was held on October 3rd, 1980, in Bologna, Italy, at the time of the Third World Congress. The Assembly was opened by the retiring President, Professor George Murdoch, whose Report to the Assembly follows this report.
In particular the President referred to the Executive Board's proposal to publish a Proclamation from the World Congress in recognition of the International Year for Disabled Persons. The Proclamation, which was acclaimed by the Assembly, is published in full below:
PROCLAMATION
In recognition of the International Year for Disabled Persons, the triennial World Congress of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics, meeting in Bologna, Italy, attended by 700 professionals from 80 nations, adopted the following policy resolution at its World Assembly on 3rd October, 1980. The improvement of prosthetic, orthotic and related rehabilitation services throughout the world, and especially in the developing world, needs, and deserves, renewed dedication and impetus. In relation to this effort ISPO, as an accredited consultative organization to the United Nations, pledges its resources to develop a consistent educational philosophy, collate basic technical information, and to formulate minimum standards for educational activities, to foster communication and assist in the co-ordination of educational efforts sponsored by all international organizations; at the same time recognizing the necessary roles of the several professional disciplines involved in prosthetics and orthotics, to provide a source of competent professional personnel to act as consultants and to organize and conduct educational activities such as Conferences, Workshops, Instructional Courses and Schools offered on a regional and national basis. The implementation of these directions will assuredly further the United Nations longstanding commitment to the well-being and productivity of disabled persons throughout the world. National Representatives were present from Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Egypt, West Germany, Hong Kong, India, Israel, Japan, Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and United States of America. Reports from the Standing Committees were presented and are summarized following this report, along with a number which had previously been presented to the Executive Board.
The Honorary Secretary briefly summarized proposed changes to the Constitution. These are published in detail elsewhere in this volume.
Professor Murdoch introduced the new Executive 3oard, which had been elected by the International Committee prior to the Assembly. The membership is: President:
Mr Mr. Staros assumed the chair and briefly addressed the Assembly. He hoped that with the help and guidance of the new Executive Board the following triennium would focus on education and the dissemination and exchange of information to the benefit of all. Particular emphasis would be placed on the needs of the developing world and the International Year for Disabled Persons.
Messages from the new and retiring Presidents form the Editorial of this issue of the Journal.
Standing Committees
Protocol (Chairman: Dr. K. fansen) The Protocol Committee had met on several occasions during the triennium and had produced for the Executive Board the amendments to the Constitution referred to above. These had emerged as a result of difficulties experienced in the operation of the Constitution. The Committee had also developed a set of Guide Lines for National Member Societies and Officers of the Board to assist them in fulfilling their functions. The Committee was currently considering the format of future world congresses.
Research (Chairman: Dr. 3. fersson) The Committee had worked on a project basis, concentrating on developing a system for the measurement and classification of stumps. Factors characterizing good, bad and average stumps were being considered and put together to create a simplified system for registration. A form was being developed which would be published in "Prosthetics and Orthotics International" and distributed to interested centres. It was hoped as a result that it would be possible to define the important basic paramaters of stumps which should be looked for clinically to improve the understanding of problems and lead to better eduction of young clinicians.
Finance (Chairman: Dr. f. Kjplbye)
A Statement of Accounts for 1979 had been published to the membership in "Prosthetics and Orthotics International". That, combined with a budget proposal for 1981, to be presented to the new Executive Board, represented the financial position of the Society. The economy was fairly sound. However, increasing costs would probably necessitate an increase in Membership Fee in 1982.
The total assets of the Society had over the years been rather stable, but with continuing inflation this meant a decrease in real value. Unless supplementary funds could be found, no new activity seemed advisable and a very conservative approach to expenditure was counselled.
Education (Chairman: Professor S. Fishman)
The Education Committee maintained its concern for the promotion of activities in the developing world. In the past year two courses had been organized in conjunction with the Pan American Health Organization; one in Mexico and one in Peru. The Committee was involved in planning and consultation on the development of a United Nations Regional Training Centre in Lagos, Nigeria.
The Committee had also maintained liaison and communication with existing prosthetic/ orthotic training institutions throughout the world and had provided information regarding syllabi, curricula, etc., to new institutions planning training activities, notably in Portugal, Peru and Japan.
The Committee had also assisted in the development of the Instructional Course programme for the Bologna Congress.
Publications (Chairman: Mi. G. Veres)
"Prosthetics and Orthotics International" continued to develop and German, French, Italian and Spanish summaries had been introduced to improve contact with non-English speaking areas. Potential advertisers were encouraged to support the Journal.
A Directory of Films in Prosthetics and Orthotics had been compiled and would be available for purchase. The Directory would be subject to on-going review. The Report of the Society's Workshop on The Deformed Foot and Orthopaedic Footwear was also now published and available.
